Stormwater Management Program

Stormwater runoff occurs when water from rain or snow and ice melting flows over the ground.
Stormwater becomes a problem when it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants as
it flows or when it causes flooding and erosion of streambanks. Stormwater travels through a
system of pipes and roadside ditches that make up storm sewer systems. It eventually flows
directly to a lake, river, stream, wetland or coastal water. All of the pollutants stormwater carries
along the way empty into our waters, too, because stormwater does not get treated!

Here are some of the most important ways for residents to prevent
stormwater pollution:

Properly dispose of hazardous substances, such as used motor oil, cleaning supplies and
paint - never pour them down any part of the storm sewer system, and report anyone who
does.

Use pesticides, fertilizers and herbicides properly and efficiently to prevent excess runoff
of these items.

Look for signs of soil and other pollutants, such as debris and chemicals, leaving
construction sites in stormwater runoff or tracked into roads by construction vehicles.
Report poorly managed construction sites that could impact stormwater runoff.

Install innovative stormwater practices on residential properties, such as rain barrels or
rain gardens that capture stormwater and keep it on-site instead of letting it drain away
into the storm sewer system.

Report any discharge from stormwater outfalls during times of dry weather - a sign there
could be a problem with the storm sewer system.

Pick up after pets and dispose of their waste properly. No matter where pets make a mess
- in a backyard or on open space - stormwater runoff can carry pet waste from the land to
the storm sewer system to a stream.

Store materials that could pollute water indoors and use containers for outdoor storage
that do not rust or leak to eliminate exposure of materials to stormwater.

Here is some information on the stormwater management program:

New federal regulations enacted in December 1999 require Tullytown Borough to improve on
their existing stormwater management program. The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Phase Il stormwater program requires that Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
Systems (MS4s) address the six required elements contained in the federal regulations to
reduce water pollution:

Public education and outreach

Public participation and involvement

lllicit discharge detection and elimination

Construction site runoff control

Post-construction stormwater management in new development and redevelopment
Pollution prevention and good housekeeping for municipal operations and maintenance



Information on this program is available from the Pennsylvania DEP at the following website:

hito://www . depweb.state. pa.us/watershedmamt/cwp/view.asp?a=1437&q=518682

Here is some information on illicit discharges:

Tullytown Borough is developing a program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges, which is
part of the overall Stormwater program.

What is an Illicit Discharge?

Federal regulations define an illicit discharge as any discharge to the storm sewer system that is
not composed entirely of stormwater. There are exceptions to this rule; firefighting activities,
landscape irrigation, foundation drains, water from crawl space pumps etc. Sources of illicit
discharges include: sanitary wastewater, failing septic systems, car wash waste water, improper
oil disposal, radiator flushing disposal, spills from roadway accidents, improper disposal of
household toxics or improper use of pesticides and herbicides etc. lllicit discharges enter the
system either through direct connections (deliberate pipe hookups to the storm drain system) or
indirect connections (spills collected by drain outlets, or deliberate dumping down the storm
drain.)These illicit discharges drain directly to the creeks and streams and may he loaded with
large amount of harmful and toxic substances. These poliutants enter the aquatic system and
degrade the water quality and threaten wildlife and human health.

Please report illicit discharges to the Borough 215-945-1560

Environmental Links:

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/index.cfm - Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.dep.state.pa.us - PA Department of Environmental Protection

hitp://Pennsvivania Department of Environmental Protection-Southeast Repion




